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Your Project Title: Lorain Road Vacant Storefront Art Project 

Your Project Summary: This project proposes to use locally-developed art and community engagement 

to beautify vacant storefronts on Lorain Road, improve the aesthetics and perception of the business 

corridor, and facilitate creative placemaking in Fairview Park. This project will also encourage economic 

development by making vacant storefronts more noticeable and attractive to potential tenants. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $1540 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf


City of Fairview Park Ohio Municipal Foundation - Continued  
 

2 
 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear, beautification of vacant storefronts are generally successful and have a 

direct and in-direct impact in different ways. This is an excellent student art project concept. Storefront 

projects are great small projects that help kick start and drive momentum forward. The support materials 

submitted could have told a richer story; compile and submit and snapshots from the group's Facebook 

page instead of submitting the link to the page.  I would have liked more information about how the local 

art professionals would be selected.   

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria for funding. This is a storefront beautification project that uses 

the creative economy model to revitalize a community/neighborhood. It engages students in the creative 

process which adds to public value. Additionally, the activities are well delineated in three distinct phases, 

which make us believe the project is achievable and well thought out. Great number of people impacted 

by this project (27,500) Very well laid out phases of implementation. In the budget presentation area, I 

would have liked to see them be a bit more ambitious and increase their budget so more activities and 

artistic engagement was possible. It makes me believe that their fundraising capacity is not quite there 

yet. However, it meets the criteria for funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application embodies the essential elements in a community partnership. In both the 

envisioned goal and plan of execution, I see a creative effort that is driven by community youth and 

inspired by incentive that serves a visible public benefit. Artistic re-appropriation of vacant storefronts is 

a future-minded way to remix and revitalize city streets. Due diligence has been done here to ensure a 

statement is presented that represents for the community, by the community. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. Through a creative and community-driven and 

organized public art project, this application proposes an excellent beautification that has the potential 

to expand if successful. I like that you have built yourself some room for expansion if the initial project 

works well. Good use of community resources to really engage youth in the community through the school 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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system in a project that will bring artistic and cultural vibrancy to a struggling commercial district. And 

your inclusion of information about the Summerfest also organized by the group demonstrates your 

organizational capacity to complete the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project meets the funding criteria in that it uses knowledge of its community to drive its 

work, builds meaningful relationships with other stakeholders, inspires its community to think creatively 

and/or differently, and has clear plans to implement the project and achieve stated project goals. There 

is a clear public benefit both short term and long term, as a tool for economic development. The project 

will use local artwork through a competitive call to ensure quality and diversity. I appreciated the clear 

plan for implementation outlines in the application, which included dates and was organized by phases. 

The work samples could have better demonstrated the applicant's capacity to implement community 

development and placemaking efforts. I would have liked to see a more impact-oriented project goal. 

What do you hope to accomplish by installing the window art and how will you know you have succeeded? 

The response to question #3 touches on this.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


